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1. Summary  

 

1.1 A report on the work programme appears on each Committee agenda, providing Members with the 

opportunity to note the Committee’s work programme and agree any changes, including 

confirmation of dates and additional topics as required.       

 
 
2. Recommendation  
 

2.1 That the Committee notes its work programme and agrees the approach to an 

investigation of green spaces and biodiversity due to be undertaken in the autumn. 

 

 

3.      Background  
 

3.1 The Committee receives a report monitoring the progress of its work programme at each meeting.  

 

 

4.      Issues for Consideration 
 

 Forthcoming Meetings 

 

 Air pollution 

4.1 The Committee is today meeting with the Mayor’s Environment Advisor to discuss the Mayor’s air 

pollution policies, in particular a future Ultra Low Emission Zone, excluding most medium-emission 

as well as high-emission vehicles from central London.  The Committee is expecting to receive the 

results of a Transport for London feasibility study into implementing this zone by 2020.   

 

 Topics for Later Scrutiny 

4.2 The Committee is asked to note that officers will also conduct initial research and scoping on further 

topics to be investigated by the Committee after the summer.   

 
 
 



        

            Green space and biodiversity 

4.3       Members have indicated a number of related interests in the area of green spaces and wildlife 

habitats, including: 

 Protecting wildlife habitats and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

 The potential need for revisions to the biodiversity element of the Mayor’s Environment 

Strategy; and 

 Delivering the All London Green Grid. 

 

4.4 A report elsewhere on this agenda (item 6) proposes to use the September meeting to discuss with 

invited experts the need for strategic guidance to enhance and manage London’s green 

infrastructure and biodiversity and to define the scope for further work in this area. This will give 

Members the opportunity to consider the above areas of concern. 

 

4.5 The report also suggests that one or more site visits could take place over the summer and autumn. 

The October meeting date could be used for a visit if necessary. 

 

Carbon reduction 

4.6 The Mayor’s Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy, published in October 2011, contains 

several specific targets, including those for years 2011 or 2012.  Towards the overall 2025 target, 

there is a series of annual carbon emissions targets, with breakdowns by source.   

 

4.7 Specific targets are in areas including: 

 Energy efficiency in homes and workplaces – particularly under RE:NEW, RE:FIT and non-GLA 

work such as the Green Deal; 

 Low-carbon transport; 

 Low-carbon energy generation; 

 Tackling fuel poverty; 

 Reducing carbon emissions in the GLA Group; 

 Measuring London’s carbon emissions; and 

 Funding routes, business models and skills opportunities in the low-carbon economy. 

 

4.8 As well as contributing towards national and international efforts to mitigate climate change, 

London leadership on carbon reduction helps to position London to benefit economically from 

emerging low-carbon technologies and markets. 

 

4.9 Initial research on Mayoral targets will set out what the specific targets for 2011 and 2012 are, and 

what has been the delivery against them up to 2012/13.  The research could also analyse the 

specific targets to see how far they add up to the overall targets, or how far non-specific savings are 

relied on.  This would be desk-based and conducted with GLA officers and independent sources.   

 

4.10 The Committee could then consider the implications for the Mayor’s climate change mitigation 

strategy of any issues identified – such as any targets that have been missed or look set to be 

missed, or any overall targets that are not fully supported by targets for specific programmes.   

 

4.11 This work could inform a report directed at the Mayor, and potentially other stakeholders such as 

Government, seeking to influence future implementation plans for carbon reduction strategies.   

 



        

4.12 Targets for building energy efficiency are important to the strategy, and a possible focus or 

extension to the project could look at the progress of the domestic retrofit programme in the 

context of the national Green Deal and the need to tackle fuel poverty in London.   

 

 Water quality 

4.13 Officers will also develop possible work on water quality, including potentially: 

 Contamination of rivers by sewage; and 

 Contamination of rivers by surface drainage. 

 

 Incinerators 

4.14 Officers will also develop possible work on incinerators and energy from waste. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

There are none. 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

 

Contact Officer: Ian Williamson, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 6541 

E-mail: ian.williamson@london.gov.uk  

 

 

mailto:ian.williamson@london.gov.uk

